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Abstract : In the battle of Myeongnyang, on October 1597, the Korean navy, led by Admiral Yi

Sun-sin, fought the Japanese navy in the Myeongnyang Strait, near Jindo Island, off the southwest

corner of the Korean peninsula.

In this paper we reviewed literature concerning this battle. Almost all Korean and Japanese

historians and writers wrote that Korean navy had gotten brilliant tactic victory, and had pushed

back Japanese navy. We checked two gentlemen’s books. [Ganyangrok] written by Gang Hang,

and [Wolbong haesangrok] written by Jeong Hui-deuk. The authors of two books tell us that they

saw a number of Japanese war ships and were caught by Japanese navy at west coast of Cholla

province just after the battle. These facts show us that Korean navy did not push back Japanese

navy at Myeongnyang. And admiral Yi's diary reports that he withdrew to north end of Cholla

province from the strait. Therefore we conclude that admiral Yi Sun-sin got tactical victory to the

vanguard of Japanese navy, and Japanese navy got general strategic victory at this battle.
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