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University Student Usage and Perceptions of the Elementary School Nurse’'s Office
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Abstract : This study showed that the reasons children visited the nurse’s office at school differed
depending on their developmental stage and so the services that they needed the office to provide
changed accordingly. Further, as they advanced to middle and high school and began to “self-
actualize,” the nurse's office became a place to go to for developmental support.

Based on their past experiences with nurse’s offices, university students provided specifics of
the health management functions that the school nurse should provide, including skilled medical
treatment, first-aid, mental and physical health advice they sought from nurses, and nurses’
approachability.

In the future, as the place where school students go for solutions to their health problems, the
services provided by the office needs to change as per changes in children’s needs according to
their stage of development. Based on the common perceptions of today’s university students that
the nurse’s office in their early school days was “the place that took care of you when you were sick
or injured,” or “the place where you underwent physical examinations,” the nurse’s office needs to

function as the place students go to for developmental support and health education.
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