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The effects of school songs on students: school songs from the viewpoint of graduates
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Abstract : The purpose of the present study was to have known what influence the school song

exerted on the children and adolescents.

399 college students answered to our questionnaire

concerning school songs which they had sung in their elementary school, the junior high school,

and the high school periods.

The majority of college students answered that they had liked the school songs,and were able to

remenber the songs at least partially. They thought the school songs were necessary ,and hoped

the school songs to be long sung.

As additional data, the comments concerning the topic of school songs by about 50 general

members of society on the bulletin board that are attached to the homepage of the Yomiuri
Shimbun(one of major newspapers in Japan) were analysed. In these comments the majority
of people affirmatively caught the school song. People left from the hometown recall the
hometown,classmates,teachers and past school lives by singing the school songs. On the other
hand, people who live in the hometown sing the school song with children.

Consideraion of these data suggested that school songs were helpful to teach pride and
attachment to schools and hometowns for students.

Keywords : school song, attachment to school, attachment to hometown, bulletin board system
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