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A Study of the Academic Ability of Music in Elementary Schools (1)
— Focusing on Understanding of the Notes, the Rests, and the Music-signs —
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Abstract : In Japan, the purposes and contents of music education are ambiguous than in many
developed countries such as England and Germany where GCSE and Abitur examinations are
conducted respectively.
In this article, we discussed on the academic ability of music education at elementary schools
of Japan, especially from the viewpoint of understanding of the notes, the rests, and the music-
signs. 336 fresh students of 4 junior high schools were investigated, and the following results were
obtained.
1. The correct answer rates of bar line, ending line, and tempo signature were very low.
2. The correct answer rates of notes, rests, and dynamics signature were relatively high.
3. The correct answer rates of students who had received only music education of elementary
schools are lower than those of students who had experienced more than that.
4. Almost all elementary schools in Japan had not been instructed systematically on the notes,
the rests, and the music-signs.
Keywords : Music education of elementary schools, Academic ability, Understanding of the notes,
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