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Verifying the effectiveness of counterarguments in developing logical thinking skills

— Incorporating the theory of Hidenobu Kozai's “The Art of Refutation” —
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Abstract : In order to develop ethical leadership skills in elementary and junior high schools, this
paper incorporates the theory and training methods of “The Art of Refutation: Its Significance
and Training Methods” written in 1995 by Hidenobu Kozai, a professor at Utsunomiya University,
into discussion instruction for fourth-grade elementary school students. This is an attempt to put
it into practice. The discussion clarifies why it is necessary to develop logical thinking skills and
why discussion instruction is effective for developing this ability. In addition, since the discussion
guidance specifically focuses on rebuttal training and specifically introduces the teaching method,
it is expected that this paper will be widely disseminated in educational societies through
supplementary examinations.
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