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Abstract : This paper focused on finding the similar and different points between the new courses
of study offered by MEXT and the manuals by International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO),
and clarified their affinity between two. Erickson (2012) shows a curriculum design by a chart with
three axes; skills, knowledge and conceptual understandings, which IB curriculum is based on. As
Erickson’s three-dimensional model has three axes, the new courses of study (2018a) have also three
main pillars; @ Acquisition of “Knowledge and Skills" @ Fostering “Thinking, Judgement and
Expression skills” and @ “Autonomous Learning and Humanity”. These three pillars of the new
courses of study by MEXT correspond to three axes of Three-Dimensional Curriculum Models by
Ericson respectively. Therefore, it can be recognized that there is an affinity between the curriculum
concepts of the Japanese courses of study and IB. Furthermore, it was discovered that there are
several similar points between the courses of study (foreign language) and IB principle and practice.
On the other hand, there are some differences. These findings reveal that because the new courses
of study have many similar points with IB, the implements even in article one schools without IB
authorization are constructed on almost the same base as IB education.

Keywords : Courses of Study, International Baccalaureate, Erickson, Three-Dimensional Curriculum
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“Learning how to become an effective learner
requires students to realistically evaluate and
regulate their own learning and performance.
“Metacognition” is a term used to refer to
reflective thinking strategies, attitudes and other
competencies used to monitor and control learning.
Metacognitive strategies and skills can be nurtured
in a supportive learning environment that focuses
on the affective as well as cognitive competencies
identified in the learner profile. In order to
become independent learners, students need to
develop powers of reflection, self-confidence and

self-awareness, a willingness to communicate ideas
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without fear of losing face, and a willingness to take
risks and be open-minded.”
(IBO (2009) The Diploma Programme: From

principles into practice p.37)
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“Language B and the core

- transferring the critical-thinking process
explored in TOK to the development of well-
supported arguments in written text types, such
as a speech or report”

(IBO (2018) Diploma Programme Language B guide
p.7)
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“.... the skills and wider conceptual understandings
that students develop in TOK can make an
extremely positive contribution to their study of

language acquisition. TOK develops higher-order
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thinking skills, such as analysis and evaluation,
and also helps students to make connections and
comparisons across their subject areas and the
DP core. In this way, language acquisition both
supports and is supported by TOK.”

(IBO (2018) Diploma Programme Language B guide
D.3)
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¥ 72, HHWEEIZOWTIE, IBOEnglish BY 7
V7 bAA FIZEUTD X )2, SilkEs LW
PN EEZEOFERICED L Z LR S5N T
%o

“Language acquisition aims

6. Provide students, through language learning
and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for
intellectual engagement and the development and
the development of critical- and creative-thinking
skills.”

(IBO (2018) Diploma Programme Language B guide
p.13)
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