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On the Lexical Limitations of Preceding Part of Sino-Japanese Suffix
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Abstract : Recently, there are many papers focusing on Sino-Japanese suffix. However, what has
not been proved is if there is any lexical limitation on the preceding part of Sino-Japanese suffix.
In this research, we did an analysis through the preceding parts data of 9 Sino-Japanese suffixes.
We found that the preceding part of Sino-Japanese suffix should mainly be a Sino-Japanese word.
Besides, a foreign word is also allowed. On the contrary, we cannot use a Japanese native word to
Sino-Japanese suffixes, unless it is of equal lexical category to Sino-Japanese word. In fact, when the
preceding part of Sino-Japanese suffix is a Japanese native word, it has to be a noun or a suru-verb,
but not an adjective or a gerund. From these rules, we can infer that the prototype of Sino-Japanese
suffix is to use to a Sino-Japanese word. And it also spreads to cases using to other types of words
if their natures are similar to Sino-Japanese words.
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